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intervention; a course which he said would lead to the de-
struction of Chinese sovereignty and the disruption of the
Chinese Empire.' Pray assure the Emperor, either direct-
ly or through the Chancellor, that I should absolutely re-
fuse to submit to such action by any of the Powers, and
that I will absolutely support the Emperor's policy for the
preservation of the integrity of China, the open door, and
equal rights in China for the commerce of the whole world,
"Also express to the Emperor my great obligation to
him for his courtesy, my great pleasure at the way in which
Germany and the United States are working together, and
my feeling that this means well for the good of the world,
for its peace and its progress. Will you also explain to him
that of course in any such matter as that of this peace ne-
gotiation between Russia and Japan, or in the Morocco
business, I cannot do more than a certain amount, because
I do not wish to make people think I am interfering too
much; but say that I am sure he will understand that when
at any time I hesitate to take some action suggested it is
not from lack of desire to do whatever is in my power, but
lest I put myself in a position whicli would lessen whatever
usefulness I might have in the future."

No sooner had the President received the report about
the attitude of Witte, one of the Russian envoys, which he
mentioned in his letter to Mr. Strachey, quoted above, than
he sought to turn it to advantage by communicating it to
the Japanese. On July 29,1905, he wrote to Baron Kaneko,
Japan's official representative in New York:

"Will you show this letter to Baron Komura? I told
Baron Komura that I had word from France that Witte
had said he would not pay an indemnity. I have received
another cable stating that he said he would not pay an in-
demnity but would consider paying at least part of Japan's
expenses in the war. I suggest, therefore, that great care
be used about the word indemnity and that if possible it be
avoided. Of course, my information may not be accurate,
as Witte may only have been speaking for effect, but equal-